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Landmark College Research Office  Research Workshop Notes 


Overview of Literature Review Workshop 


Handouts 
• Journal Alerts: New issues of journals in your email 
• Search Alerts: New articles on your topic in your email 


Frequently Asked Questions 
“What date range should I search?” 
Focus on recent research (within the past 5 years) to determine state of the art, 
contemporary approaches, and current literature reviews conducted by other authors. 
Search earlier dates for important works that are cited by recent publications. Cite 
older sources to establish historical bases or when that’s all there is. 


 
“How do I know that I’ve searched enough?” 
It’s hard to guarantee that you’re done, but consider the following tips: 


• Are there lots of sources? If so, look at the most authoritative sources and see 
what studies and authors these sources cite. Also look for comprehensive 
literature reviews, since they’ve already done some or most of the work for 
you. 


• Are there too few sources? See which sources are cited by others in order to 
identify additional studies and alternative search terms. 


• Consult a librarian to help identify additional search terms, scour what’s 
available, and explore pay-per-search databases. 


• Consider your goal. If the review is to support you in publishing a scholarly 
work, then you’ll be expected to be an authority on the topic, and your search 
should be exhaustive. If review is to support an early exploration of a topic, or 
something that might be published at a conference, then your search can 
probably be less comprehensive. 
 


“How do I record and organize my search strategies and results?” 
You have to have a method that works for you, but here are some ideas: 


• Databases usually offer Clipboard (ERIC) or Folder (Academic Search Premier) 
services in which you can bookmark your sources for storage and collating. 


• Print promising sources as you go. Printing your search results list will show 
your “search string” at the top. Consider labeling printouts by the topic(s) they 
cover or the key terms they include, to remind you why you chose the article. 


• Paste potential sources into one Word document for sorting now or later. 
• Consider organizing your search results based on whether they support or 


refute your hypothesis or theory. If you find that a lot of articles on one side of 
the argument, that helps you understand the general consensus about the 
topic, and also reveals potential avenues for research that may not have been 
explored. 


• Consult your colleagues or a librarian for additional systems to consider. 
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Landmark College Research Office  Research Workshop Notes 


 
Selected Resources 
 
ERIC (Education Resources Information Center) Database 


• Advanced Search: 
http://eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=adva
nced 


• Searching ERIC’s online or print Thesaurus for Descriptors 
• Advantages and disadvantages of using Descriptors 


 
Academic Search Premier (ASP) 


• 4500+ full-text journal or magazine titles; 3600 of these are peer-reviewed 
• Advantages and disadvantages of using Keywords 
• Search and Journal Alerts available 


 
Print Resources 


• WorldCat: an international catalog of library materials (most are available 
through interlibrary loan) 


• Landmark College Library: over 30,000 volumes, including a strong Learning 
Disabilities and AD/HD Research Collection that is searchable by tables of 
contents through WebCat 


• Searching provides you with information about specific book content, such as a 
specific chapter or essay on social skills contained in a general book on AD/HD 


 
Library Services 


• Journal and Search Alerts 
• Interlibrary Loan 
• Acquisitions 
• Assistance with search strategies 
• Information about citation management options 
• Help with hard-to-find sources 
• Confirmation (as best one can) of “Is that all there is out there?” 
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Search Alerts in Academic Search Premier 
 
There are five steps to learn for setting up, modifying, or deleting a Search Alert in the 
Academic Search Premier (ASP) database: 
 


1. Getting to the ASP database 
2. Signing in to your account 
3. Creating a search for an Alert 
4. Creating an Alert record 
5. Modifying or deleting an Alert 


 
1. GETTING TO THE ASP DATABASE 


 
You can find a link to ASP at the Library website http://www.landmark.edu/Library/.  Click on 
the “DATABASES” link at the top of the page. 
 


 
 
ASP is first in the list: 
 


 
 


2. SIGNING IN TO YOUR ACCOUNT 
 
Sign in to your Ebsco account. To do this, click on the “Sign In to My EBSCOhost” link at the top 
left hand side of the page. 
 
 


 



http://www.landmark.edu/Library/





The following dialog box will appear. If you have never signed in before, you will need to create 
a new account.  To do this, select “I’m a new user” and fill out the form. 
 


 
 
Enter your user information onto the form, and then click “submit.”  
(The following form has information entered for demonstration purposes only.) 
 


 







 
After submission the following box appears. Click “Continue.” 
 


 
 


You will know if you are signed in because a small “my” will show up on the Ebsco icon. 


 
 


3. CREATING A SEARCH FOR AN ALERT 
 
You can only set up a Search Alert if you are in the Advanced Search section of ASP. 
 


 
 
After you have the search you want, click on the “Search History/Alerts” tab. 
 


 
 







4. CREATING AN ALERT RECORD 
 
Click on the “Save Searches/Alerts” link 
 


 
 


 
The following form will appear.  You need to click the radial button next to “Alert,” next to 
“Save Search As,” and wait for a moment, in order to get the form you need. 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you the form shown below, fill in the information as requested, then click save.  
 







 


 
You should see something like this next: 
 







 
 


5. MODIFYING OR DELETING AN ALERT 
 


To modify or delete an existing Alert you need to be logged in and in the Advanced Search 
section of the database.  (See above for directions.) 
 
First, click on the “Search History/Alerts” tab. 
 


 
 
Next, click on the “Retrieve Alerts” link. 
 


 
 
 
(If your Search Alerts do not appear, then click on the “Search Alerts” link on the left-hand 
side.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All saved Search Alerts will appear here. You can leave an Alert as is, edit it, or delete it. If you 
select “edit Alert” you will see the same web form as you did when you created the Alert. 
Remember to click on the “save” button when you have finished modifying the record. 
 







 
 
If you are accessing this database from off campus, you will need the current ID (s8446157) and 
Password (password). 








Journal Alerts in Academic Search Premier
 
There are five steps to setting up, modifying, or deleting a Journal Alert on the Ebsco Academic 
Search Premier database. 
 


1. Getting to the Academic Search Premier database 
2. Signing in to your account 
3. Finding a Journal 
4. Creating an Alert record 
5. Modifying or deleting an Alert 


 
1. GETTING TO THE ASP DATABASE 


 
You can find a link to ASP at the Library website http://www.landmark.edu/Library/.  Click on 
the “DATABASES” link at the top of the page. 
 


 
 
ASP is first in the list: 
 


 
 


2. SIGNING IN TO YOUR ACCOUNT 
 
Sign in to your Ebsco account. To do this, click on the “Sign In to My EBSCOhost” link at the top 
left hand side of the page. 
 
 


 



http://www.landmark.edu/Library/





The following dialog box will appear. If you have never signed in before, you will need to create 
a new account.  To do this, select “I’m a new user” and fill out the form. 
 


 
 
Enter your user information onto the form, and then click “submit.”  
(The following form has information entered for demonstration purposes only.) 
 


 







After submission the following box appears. Click “Continue.” 
 


 
 


You will know if you are signed in because a small “my” will show up on the Ebsco icon. 
 


 
 
 


3. FINDING A JOURNAL 
 
Click on the “Publications” link. 
 


 
 
Enter the title of the journal you want into the box next to “Browse Publications:”, then click on 
the title of your journal. 
 


 







Note: some journals have a delay or embargo period. Look closely into the record description to 
see if the articles are available immediately or if they are delayed from one month to a year. 


 
4. CREATING AN ALERT RECORD 


 
Click on the “Journal Alert” link in the upper right corner of the record.  
 


 
 
The following form will appear.  Fill in the information as requested and click “save.” 
 


 
 







You should see something like this next: 
 


 
 


5. MODIFYING OR DELETING AN ALERT 
 


To modify or delete an existing Alert you need to be logged in and in the Advanced Search 
section of the database.  (See above for directions.) 
 
First, click on the “Search History/Alerts” tab. 
 


 
 
Next, click on the “Retrieve Alerts” link. 
 


 
 
 
(If your Search Alerts do not appear, then click on the “Journal Alerts” link on the left-hand 
side.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







All saved Journal Alerts will appear here. You can leave an Alert as is, edit it, or delete it. If you 
select “edit Alert” you will see the same web form as you did when you created the Alert. 
Remember to click on the “save” button when you have finished modifying the record. 
 


 
 
If you are accessing this database from off campus, you will need the current ID (s8446157) and 
Password (password). 
 





